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At the necropsy tlic following whole organs should be scut for analysis:
stomach with contents, liver, kidneys, spleen, aiul intestines; and all
the urine in the bladder should also txr sent. In certain cases of homicidal
poisoning, notably arsenic, the following should also he sent: brain,
heart, lungs, nails, and samples of the hair, skin, musde, and hone.
When the question of homicide is not likely to arise, it is generally
sufficient to reserve the stomach with contents, the liver, kidneys, ami
the urine in the bladder, Incuses of suspected carbon monoxide poison-
ing a tube of about one ounce of blood should he reserved, and the
tube should be filled completely with the blood, so that there is no air-
space at the top of the tube, which should be firmly corked, not plugged
with cotton-wool.
All receptacles should he la helled with the nature of the contents, the
name of the deceased, the date of the necropsy, ami the signature of
the person making tbe examination. The bottles should then be sealed
and handed over to the messenger taking them to the analyst, a receipt
for them obtained, and the bottles sent with the minimum uf delay.
Bottles of medicine, pills* or other liquids or .solids which require
examination should be similarly treated,
In the case of death from gaseous poisons, e,g, hydrocyanic acid used
for fumigation of houses or ships, ur from the inhalation of vapours,
such as carbon telruchlaridc, as much blood as possible should be
collected at the necropsy and placed in a bottle with u tightly fitting
stopper* and both lungs should he placed in a similar jar.
In the sections of this article dealing with individual poisons the smallest
lethal dose is indicated whenever possible ami in some cases the average
fatal dose, Thus it is stated that 2 grains of arsenic have caused death,
but that probably 4 to 5.grains are average fatal closes* if the analyst
reports that 2 grains or more have been found in the organs crammed
by htm, the cause of death is certain, On the other hand, the finding of
| grain by the analyst may have equal significance if the report is retul
in conjunction with the known details of the illness, If the patient has
died after several days' illness, the finding of J grain of arsenic has just
as much significance as the finding of several grains after an illness uf
a few hours, because poison is being excreted during each hour of the
patient's life, 1 have so often been asked: *How can you say that the
deceased has died of the particular poison, when only J grain has been
found in the body, and the lowest fatal dose recorded is 4 u> 5 grains?
Detection of traces of an organic poison in the organs 5s often sufficient
evidence that a large quantity has been taken, especially when the drug
in question is rapidly broken down in the body,
The examination of certain tissues, e.g. epidermal structures in the
case of arsenic, is important in cases in which many doses have been
given over a long period, A careful examination of the hair may enable
the analyst to express an opinion about the length of time over which
doses of this drug have been given. Medicinal dosage must be excluded,
because the quantities found in the hair, when arsenic has been prc-